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Growing 
Brilliant 
People

Since its very beginnings, 
Burgmann College has been 
built on heart—through 
the generosity, vision and 
passion of many people. 
During my time as a postgraduate resident from 2010 to 2012, I 
experienced Burgmann as a vibrant, diverse, exciting and academically 
fascinating place, with an array of people from across Australia and around 
the globe, supported by wonderful staff who were like an extended family 
of aunties and uncles. 

As Principal, I have developed an even deeper appreciation for Burgmann’s 
unique culture and just how much our community cares. Now just over 
50 years old, Burgmann has stayed true to its roots as a not-for-profit, 
independent provider of the traditional collegiate experience, with both a 
richly intellectual and family-oriented environment, and, distinctively, with 
residents taking an active part in its governance. 

Burgmann is truly inclusive and truly egalitarian; contributing 
to creating not only the best possible community, but to growing 
brilliant people. 

Happy and healthy residents mean happy and healthy graduates who go on 
to thrive in their careers and lives.

Philanthropy has been an important part of this and will continue to play 
an essential role into Burgmann’s future.

I have made a gift in my Will to Burgmann, not only in recognition of its 
profound impact upon my own personal and professional development, 
but because I believe deeply in the power of this community to develop the 
whole person, making a significant positive impact in the lives of generations 
of young people. And this ideal only continues to grow in importance, in 
our increasingly disconnected, digitalised and profit-driven world.

Your own gift will make it possible for even more young people to launch 
their grown-up lives and careers in this special place, helping to build 
something powerful and inspirational into the future.

I hope you might join me in making this possible for others.

Sally Renouf
 
Ms Sally Renouf 
PRINCIPAL

Burgmann Resident 2010-present  
RA 2011/2012
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Burgmann College is proudly 
situated on Ngunnawal 
and Ngambri Country. We 
extend our respect to Elders 
past, present and emerging, 
and thank the traditional 
custodians of these lands for 
their ongoing care for Country 
and for our community.

Photos on cover: Burg Day Brick Race 1972;  
Sam Cass & Annabelle Wassall, Burgmann Residents 2017-2019



My father, Ernest Burgmann, believed strongly that 
only through an education system which encouraged 
each individual to achieve her or his full potential would 
we have a harmonious society that valued each person. 
He believed education was not just to fit a person for a 
job but to equip them for life. 
He would be proud to have his name associated with 
Burgmann College with its emphasis on so many of the 
ideals for which he worked throughout his life.

— Dorothy Bennett
Daughter of Bishop Ernest Henry Burgmann

Burgmann College is named for Ernest 
Henry Burgmann, the progressive 
Anglican Bishop of Goulburn 
(from 1934) and Canberra and 
Goulburn (from 1950 to 1960).

I hope you aspire to be meddlesome in precisely the 
same way Bishop Burgmann was: alive to the presence 
of social ills, sensitive to the needs of the disadvantaged 
and marginalised, determined to fight for greater social 
equality. We’ve never needed voices like that more than 
we do today. A college like Burgmann is a perfect ‘test-
bed’ for a more compassionate society.

— Hugh Mackay AO
“The State of the Nation Starts Right Here”,  
E H Burgmann Lecture 2018

Bishop Ernest Henry Burgmann (1956), by 
Judy Cassab, oil on canvas, 85.3 x 91.5cm
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   ANU Vice-Chancellor Professor Brian Schmidt 
acknowledged Burgmann College as the best 
practice model for residences at ANU at the 
unveiling of the Master Plan during our 50th 
anniversary celebrations.

Building a Bigger 
Burgmann Vision

While Burgmann College celebrated its 50th 
anniversary in 2021, it is part of a centuries-
old tradition that remains a cornerstone of a 
quality higher education. 
Done well, there is quite simply 
nothing like the residential 
experience for equipping young 
people with the interpersonal and 
intellectual skills that best serve 
them, not only in their academic 
pursuits but as citizens of the world. 

The Burgmann College built in 1971 
was a response to the mood of youth 
at a unique moment in Australian 
history, mirroring the contemporary 
groundswell of young people taking 
charge of their destinies, and 
empowering them to be socially 
conscious and capable young adults 
within the safety of a deeply supportive environment. 

The Burgmann College of the 21st century remains true 
to these ideals—profoundly committed to every resident 
achieving their highest potential, academically and 
personally, emphasising individual freedom and growth 
alongside collegiate commitment, responsibility and 
contribution.

Burgmann was one of nine student residences built 
in the 20th century to support the Australian National 

University (ANU), but is now one 
of only two that continues to 
uphold the collegiate tradition, 
and becoming ever smaller in 
scale compared with the 21st 
century mega dorms growing 
across Australia. What we offer as 
a residential experience has never 
been more vital or precious for the 
challenges young people face today.

It is with commitment to the vision 
and values of our founders—of 
creating an independent, egalitarian 
and inclusive home for students 
of what is now a world top-ranked 

university—that we also continue to seek ways for 
Burgmann to be a trailblazer and beacon for developing 
young people to make their most valuable contribution 
to the world.

Just like our earliest supporters who planted the 
seeds of Burgmann, you too can contribute to 
creating Burgmann’s evolving vision.

I am thankful to be  
part of a community which 
has its deposit of tradition 

but which holds individuality 
in highest regard and thus 

renews itself each year.
- Trevor J Wigney,  

Master of Burgmann College 1976-1980,  
in the Autumn 1979 Burg Newsletter
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Creating a Legacy

A promise to the future

More than half of Australians do not have a Will, 
however, your Will is an essential document for ensuring 
your assets will be distributed the way you intend. Each 
Australian State and Territory has its own laws for how 
estates are distributed in the absence of a Will—for 
some, this may mean people who are important to you 
are excluded, and for those with no living relatives, all 
assets pass automatically to the Government.

Making a Will is not only an important means for you 
to provide support for your loved ones beyond your 
lifetime, but an opportunity to create a legacy that is 
meaningful to you through a charitable bequest. There 
are many wonderful and rewarding reasons to do so. A 
gift in your Will gives you the opportunity to:

 • Express cherished values and beliefs by supporting a 
cause close to your heart, that might not have been 
possible during your lifetime.

 • Honour the memory of someone dear to you and the 
causes they cherished through a named memorial.

 • Realise personal philanthropic goals without affecting 
your own financial security.

 • Create something truly remarkable for the future that 
inspires and transforms.

Moving to Burgmann 
exceeded all my expectations 

about living at College. I 
found myself part of a close-
knit and welcoming family.

- Janka Reynders,  
Burgmann Resident 2019-2021

Things to keep in mind

When making a charitable bequest, there are some 
important things to keep in mind:

Always seek professional counsel
Seeking legal advice will help ensure you have the 
appropriate legal terminology, so that your wishes are 
communicated as intended and can be fulfilled by the 
recipient of your gift. 

Discuss your intentions with your loved ones
Having a conversation with your family about your 
bequest intentions and why this gift is important to you 
helps ensure their support of your wishes.

What if I already have a Will?
Including a bequest in an existing Will is as simple 
as asking your legal advisor to include a new clause. 
Examples of wording appropriate to Burgmann College 
are provided under Wording for Your Will on page 11.

What if I change my mind after I’ve made a 
bequest to Burgmann? 
Sometimes circumstances change, and we want you to 
be assured that it is entirely your prerogative to revise 
or withdraw your bequest, with no questions asked. We 
simply request you let our Advancement Office know.
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Burgmann was such 
an important part 
of my education

Dr Susanna Price 

Susanna Price’s bequest to Burgmann College 
is a tribute to her father, to the progressive 
and inclusive collegiate experience at 
the foundation of a lifelong career in 
international development—and to future 
generations of students embarking on their 
journey to independence.
The daughter of Dr Charles Archibald Price AM—like 
every Burgie since—owes her Burgmann experience to 
her own father’s efforts to build the College.

As professorial fellow in the Australian National 
University’s (ANU) Department of Demography, Charles 
was following in the footsteps of his 
father, Sir Archibald Grenfell Price 
CMG, founding master of St Mark’s 
College, University of Adelaide (1925-
1957), when he became a passionate 
advocate for the establishment of 
Burgmann College.

“My grandfather had been at Oxford 
University, and Dad followed him in 
due course; they were both influenced 
by that collegiate experience and 
interested in pioneering it in 
Australia,” says Susanna.

Not only did Charles play a pivotal role in planning and 
founding Burgmann, but worked devotedly to secure 
philanthropic support to build it.

Susanna was at that stage a resident in Ursula College, 
working towards her Bachelor of Arts in Social 
Anthropology at ANU, but became a foundation resident 
of Burgmann as soon as it opened its doors. 

She recalls it was “a very exciting time” to be there, 
during the iconic moments that have become the stuff of 
Burgmann legend, including the creation of St Beryl.   

“It was a lot of fun and lovely to be part of those 
founding traditions.”

It’s more in hindsight Susanna appreciates how 
Burgmann’s progressive egalitarian and inclusive ethos 
was an integral part of the career she forged as a social 
development specialist. Working for many years for both 
AusAID (then the Australian Development Agency), 
followed by the Asian Development Bank (ADB), Susanna 
is today internationally recognised for her social policy 
work on displacement and resettlement in the Asia 
Pacific. She joined ANU’s College of Asia and the Pacific 
as a Visiting Fellow in 2004, where she continues to 
teach in an honorary role, while living with her husband 
Jack on a working farm in the Southern Highlands.

Susanna’s bequest to Burgmann is 
an opportunity to both further her 
father’s work and to share the impact 
it had on her own life.

“Burgmann was such an important 
part of my education. I also wanted 
to honour all those people who have 
contributed so much to Burgmann 
over the years. 

“For students coming in at 17 and 
18 from all over the country, who 
don’t know anyone, Burgmann is a 
really important part of giving them a 

‘family’ and support in those first couple of years. 

“For postgraduate students coming from all over the 
world, who are taking a similarly big step to come to 
Australia, it’s important for them also to have that sense 
of a supportive community. 

“There is a lot to admire in the collegiate experience 
Burgmann has updated for the 21st century, while still 
retaining its iconic traditions.”

For students coming in 
at 17 and 18, who don’t 

know anyone… Burgmann 
is a really important part 
of giving them a ‘family’.

   Dr Susanna Price, Burgmann Resident 1971-1972; 
Council Member
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Burgmann College  
Endowment Fund
One of the most valuable and enduring ways to 
contribute to Burgmann’s future is by supporting 
our Burgmann College Endowment Fund. This 
Fund is critical for ensuring accessibility and the 
diversity of our resident community, keeping our 
facilities fit for purpose, and safeguarding our rich 
and vibrant Burgmann culture.   

Because the Endowment Fund is a continually 
growing invested fund, gifts to this are 
gifts in perpetuity—however large or small 
your bequest, your legacy will contribute to 
Burgmann residents well into the future.

Scholarships & Bursaries Fund
Your support of the Scholarships and Bursaries 
Fund is a powerful statement of the egalitarian 
ethos Burgmann stands for, removing financial 
barriers for new and returning residents who could 
not otherwise afford to benefit from Burgmann’s 
supportive environment. Burgmann scholarships 
and bursaries are life-changing for residents who 
come from the communities that continue to be 
underrepresented in our universities, including 
Aboriginal, Torres Strait Islander, rural and 
regional students, as well as refugees—seeking 
out Burgmann as a welcoming home away from 
home. These students from diverse backgrounds 
deserve an equal opportunity to make their 
most meaningful impact in the world, and they 
enrich the collegiate experience for everyone in 
our community.

Your support of Burgmann scholarships 
and bursaries expands the horizons of less 
advantaged people. 

New Beginnings Flexible  
Bursary Fund
Named ‘New Beginnings’ after the artwork by 
Walgalu artist Aidan Hartshorn, Dhalang-girr 
Gabin-gidyal, featured in our Reconciliation Action 
Plan (RAP), this special fund supports Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander residents. Support of this 
fund is part of our broader commitment to being 
a first choice collegiate community for talented 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students, 
including facilitating employment pathways 
through internships and traineeships, and 
nurturing confidence and leadership.   

The Place to Become

So many inspiring ways 
to support Burgmann

There are so many ways in which a gift in your 
Will to Burgmann can make a transformational 
difference—whether it’s helping to ensure our 
precious Burgmann culture is sustained for 
generations of residents to come; contributing to 
scholarships and bursaries to support educational 
equity and opportunity; or focused more specifically 
on a special project or program under one of the 
three pillars of our whole person philosophy:  

1) Self-Knowledge and Emotional Intelligence 
Creating opportunities for philosophical, 
psychological, spiritual and neurological exploration 
and reflection on self, with a focus on cultivating 
high Emotional Intelligence—self-esteem, self-
worth, emotional resilience and grit.

2) Open Minds 
Offering inspirational and visionary speakers from 
every conceivable discipline, who seek to challenge, 
question and inspire.

3) Life and Career Skills 
Creating opportunities for developing the knowledge 
and practical skills young people need to be safe in 
their environment, take care of their health, plan for 
their careers, and be financially literate.

Here are current initiatives for which your 
legacy would make a world of difference:  

   Stella Ajani & Kobie Chen, Burgmann Residents 2017-2019

7

Burgmann College | Making a Gift in Your Will



Leadership Program
Our Leadership Program is a growing calendar of 
events and activities connecting residents (and our wider 
community) with inspiring and extraordinary leaders, 
fuelling debate on nationally and globally important 
issues. This includes our annual Truth and Reconciliation 
Speaker Series, the annual Charles Price Event, and 
annual E H Burgmann Lecture.

Residential Fellow Program
Our Residential Fellow Program helps bring ANU 
academics of different disciplines into regular contact 
and mentorship with residents, by providing a home 
within Burgmann’s apartment-style Village community. 
Residential Fellows undertake many initiatives that 
contribute to the incredible richness of Burgmann’s 
learning environment, from discussions over daily 
meals in the Dining Hall to contributions to College 
lectures and events.

The First Nations Arts Initiative
Launched in 2021 as a key element of our RAP, the 
Burgmann College First Nations Arts Initiative is 
expanding the representation and celebration of First 
Nations arts and culture throughout our College. This 
is core to Burgmann’s identity, as we seek to reflect the 
deep histories, diverse cultures and ongoing truths of 
Australia, and support understanding and appreciation of 
First Nations’ perspectives and knowledges.

YOUR vision
Your own Burgmann experience may inspire thoughts of 
other areas of activity worthy of support—in the arts, 
sport, other extra-curricular and academic activities, 
there is a world of possibility.

This may include creating your own named endowment 
fund, to support a program in perpetuity while 
memorialising a family name or honouring someone 
special. Please note that an endowed fund usually 
requires a substantial level of investment to be 
sustainable, depending on the activity it supports. 

We encourage you to first discuss your ideas with our 
Director of Advancement, to ensure we can fulfil your 
wishes within the scope of Burgmann’s activities.

Different ways to contribute
Once you have determined the area, program or fund you 
would like to support, there are several different ways to 
make a gift in your Will. These include:

 • A percentage of your estate.
 • A specific amount or asset (including real estate, 

stocks, shares, artworks, collectibles, etc).
 • A residual bequest, where part or all the remaining 

estate is bequeathed, once other beneficiaries have 
been looked after.

 • As an in vivo gift, a ‘living bequest’, where part or all 
the gift is made during your lifetime.

All of these means of contributing to Burgmann are 
equally valuable and deeply appreciated.

  

It is beautiful to be here at Burgmann. We 
have had several Indigenous students living 
here who thrived in this student centred 
environment. I would like the experience of 
our Indigenous students to be available to 
ALL students. Burgmann is the yardstick and 
our dear Vice-Chancellor Professor Schmidt 
also, I think, holds a similar view  
of a residential student experience. 

Professor Asmi Wood,  
Residential Fellow Burgmann College 
Director (Indigenous) ANU College of Law

  Justin Ji, Burgmann Resident 2018-2022

   Xanthe Murrell, Burgmann 
Resident 2019-2020
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The support at Burgmann 
was amazing

Dr John C Mitchell OAM

John Mitchell’s belief that “the shortest 
distance between poverty and wealth is 
education,” paired with immense gratitude 
for its supportive community, inspired his 
bequest to Burgmann College. 

The Managing Director of historic Towong Hill Station, 
Victoria, says Burgmann and the ANU, together, have 
been “the biggest thing in my life”.

After growing up in an oppressive home environment, 
with a father who did not support his pursuit of higher 
education, then diagnosed with bipolar disorder, John 
experienced both some of his greatest challenges and 
greatest supports while studying towards his Bachelor 
of Economics.

“My health was rocky while I was in 
Burgmann. I had three admissions 
to psychiatric hospital and struggled 
through my degree, on and off, for six 
years,” he says.

John discovered Burgmann by chance 
through school friends who were 
residing there while he jackarooed 
on farms in New South Wales for two 
years—“I visited and stayed with 
them a few times”.

After completing correspondence 
courses in farm animal breeding, 
management and economics, John 
decided to pursue his economics 
degree and became a resident himself.

“It was a lucky pick. I don’t think the other colleges would 
have been as accommodating as Burgmann,” he says.

Resident from 1975 to 1978, John was especially grateful 
for the support of then master Trevor Wigney, who 
generously overlooked some of his more mischievous 
activities. This included experiments with explosives 
from the Shire Council, where he worked to support 
himself as a student by blowing up quarries—regularly 
parking his Holden ute at Burgmann with a tray full of 
nitropil and nitroglycerin.

Other favourite memories include being part of a group 
of skydiving residents and parachuting into ANU’s 
South Oval. But most of all, John remembers the 
camaraderie: the jokes, laughter and lively discussions 
around the Dining Hall and outdoor coffee area—where 
they decamped after smoking was banned in the Dining 

Hall in 1978. 

“I owe my success to the Faculty of 
Economics at the ANU, but if I’d 
lived in another hall of residence, I 
may not have gotten through. The 
support of the students and the 
support of the staff at Burgmann 
was amazing.” 

John has worked for the past 40 
years on the family farm, with what 
he describes as a “colourful career in 
rural Australia”.

This includes overcoming the ravages 
of bushfire on multiple occasions—not least among them 
the 2020 blaze that left Towong’s nearly 120-year-old 
homestead a ruin, though fortunately left his current 
home untouched.

In the wake of this, John was characteristically more 
concerned about the welfare of his rural neighbours, 
donating generously to mental health programs at 
Corryong Health. 

This same passionate spirit of social concern is what 
prompted his generosity to Burgmann.

“I see myself as very lucky, but a lot of people are not.”

I owe my success to the 
Faculty of Economics at 

the ANU, but if I’d lived in 
another hall of residence, 

I may not have got 
through. The support at 
Burgmann was amazing. 

   Dr John C Mitchell OAM, 
Burgmann Resident 1975-1978

  Burg Day Brick Race 1972
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Thanking you now

In 2022, we created the St Beryl Society to bestow 
special recognition on those who choose to support 
the College by making a bequest. We could not think 
of a more fitting way to honour such amazing support 
of the College’s mission than through Burgmann’s 
beloved patron saint—synonymous with the creative 
and visionary spirit of our community through every 
generation. (Read the St Beryl Society origin story at  
www.burgmann.anu.edu.au/support-burgmann)

When you create a gift in your Will to Burgmann College, 
you automatically become a member of the St Beryl 
Society, with benefits including:

 • Membership recognition through Burgmann 
publications (unless you prefer to 
remain anonymous).

 • Invitations to special events.

 • An annual report on the impact of giving to 
Burgmann College.

 • Regular updates on College life and activities.

 • A St Beryl pin, exclusive to St Beryl Society members.

This is our special way of saying thank you for your 
legacy to Burgmann’s future. Simply let us know of your 
bequest intention to receive your membership welcome!

The St Beryl Society

Burgmann quite literally 
changed my life. In 1972, 
I had just finished a 

not very happy posting [as Second 
Secretary] in Nigeria, after the tragic 
and sudden death of my parents. 
Burgmann taught me to love life again 
and have fun. It does a lot of other 
things too, of course, but it’s that 
sense of fun that has so characterised 
successive generations, whether it be 
at Luigi’s, on the football field or on 
St Beryl’s Day. It has brought out the 
best of many and is unique amongst 
university colleges in Australia. I will 
always have the happiest of memories 
of this remarkable place—and the 
people I have known there.

John Dauth AO, LVO, OBE 
Burgmann Resident 1972-1974; former 
Council Member & Acting Principal

 Burg Choir 2021

 Residents of 1989
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Honouring Your Wishes

We are deeply grateful to those who make a bequest 
to Burgmann, knowing what an important personal 
decision this is. The following is our commitment to 
honouring your legacy:  

 • That your gift will be used with care, in accordance 
with your wishes, to the benefit of Burgmann 
College residents. 

 • That we respect your prerogative to alter your 
intentions at any time, without question, should your 
circumstances or wishes change.

 • That all personal information will be treated with the 
utmost confidentiality.

 • That we will always respect your privacy and only 
publicly acknowledge your contribution with 
your permission.

 • That your gift will always be treated with respect and 
appreciation. 

We recognise that your family and loved ones may also 
have played a part in your gift. They, likewise, will always 
be treated with sensitivity, courtesy and respect. 

Wording for Your Will

Your legal advisor is best placed to assist 
you with the appropriate wording for your 
bequest, however, the two clauses below are 
examples that help ensure Burgmann College 
is always able to fulfil the spirit and intention 
of your gift:
1) Wording for an Unrestricted Gift to 
Burgmann College:

“I give and bequeath to Burgmann College, 52 Daley 
Road, Acton, ACT, Australia, the sum of $.................... 
[OR the residue of my estate] [OR X% of the residue of 
my estate] to be used for the general purposes of the 
College at the discretion of its Board of Management.”

2) Wording for a Specific Gift to Burgmann College:

“I give and bequeath to Burgmann College, 52 Daley 
Road, Acton, ACT, Australia, the sum of $.................... 
[or the residue of my estate] [or X% of the residue of 
my estate] and it is my express wish without imposing 
any obligation, condition or restriction upon the 
College that my Gift be applied for the general purposes 
of………………………………. [NAME OF PROGRAM/
INITIATIVE], provided that in the event such a program 
no longer exists or is no longer in operation, I direct that 
the Gift shall be applied in as similar a way as possible 
to my wish as the Board of Management shall decide in 
their unfettered discretion.”

 Burg Choir 2021

 Leadership Team 2019
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Explore the 
Possibilities

To find out more about making a gift in your 
Will to Burgmann, please contact our Director 
of Advancement, ph: +61 (0) 2 6125 6890, 
email: giving@burgmann.anu.edu.au. We will 
be happy to meet with you for a confidential, 
no obligation discussion of possibilities. 

Burgmann may be 
a college, but above 
all it is a community 

to treasure.
Judy Middlebrook,  

Foundation Burgmann 
Resident 1971-1982; 

Honorary Fellow

mailto:giving%40burgmann.anu.edu.au?subject=

